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STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
VITAL STATISTICS, 1954 (PRELIMINARY) 


The following preliminary particulars for 1954 are published 
subject to slight revision, with particulars for 1953 in parentheses. 


2 Births Registered. - The number of births registered was 
18.427 (18.156) being a decrease of 29 on the record number for 1953, 
and the birth rates per 1,000 of population were 22.7 (23.38). The 
average annual number of births for the 5 year period ended 1954 was 
17,787 compared with 15,613 for the previous 5 year period showing a 
substantial increase, but the average annual birth rate was only 23.59 
compared with 2.02. 


Actual Births. A period of 42 days after birth is permitted for 
registration and the number of births registered in a year therefore 
differs from the number of births actually occurring during the year. 
The numbers of registered and actual births during recent years have 
been:- 1949 - 16,042 and 16,204, 1950 - 17,306 and 17,320; 1951 - 
iete> and 47,518, 1952 -— 17,884 and 17,900;- 1953 - 18,156 and 18,775. 
ime snumber Of actual births for 1954 is not yet available. 


Sexes of Births. The number of boys compared with 100 girls 
born does not vary greatly and in recent years has been:- 1950 - 
eee D1 105645, 1952 = 104.55, 1955 = 106.14 and 1954 = 705.49 


Adoptions. 423 (480) children were legally adopted during the 
year. 


Legitimations numbered 63 (63). 


Deaths Registered. 7,179 (6,962) an increase of 217 on the 
peevLOus year and 5 less than the«record total for 1951, the rate being 
9.01 (8.97). The average annual death rate for the 5 year period ended 
1954 was 9.31 compared with 9.80 for the previous period. The numbers 
dying from the various causes are not yet available for 1954 and hence 
comparisons cannot be made. 


Infantile Mortality. Deaths of children under 1 year were 388 
(575). The infantile death race, or wie number of deaths or ‘ehavdren 
under 1 year per 1,000 births during the year of calculation was 2 AsO 
which was only slightly higher than the record low rate of 20.65 in 
1953, which was only slightly higher than the Australian record of 
20.09 for Victoria in 1950. The S.A. rate is one of the lowest in the 
world and has shown a remarkable decrease. Highty years ago it was 150, 
sixty years ago it was 100, thirty years ago it was 60 and 25 years ago 
it was more than double the present rate. 


Still Births. These are not included in either births or deaths 
and they number 251 (287). 


Marriages. The number of marriages celebrated was 6,190 
(6,149) and the rate per 1,000 of population was 7.77 (7.92). The 
~scord number of marriages was 8,129 with a rate of 13.34 in 1942 and 
the lowest in recent years was 5,321 with a rate of 8.48 in 195. 
Marriages in the Registration Office totalled 653 (707). 


SUMMARY RETURN. The following return shows the number of births 


deaths and marriages, the rate per 1,000 of mean population, the 
number of infantile deaths and the rate per 1,000 births, 
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